
Boma Stories
Winter time… It is a time when nature comes to a standstill. There is a 
purpose for this decline in activity. It is a rest period to prepare for 
spring and for the coming summer, for a new season of growth and 
exuberance and a celebration of life. Winter is heralded by the rich and 
warm autumn colours. For us naturists it is just the same, we are so 
much part of nature that we also start sporting these beautiful colours. 

 Like nature we also come to a standstill, we look back on a wonderful 
summer that is now behind us, but we are also planning and preparing 
and waiting anxiously for the new summer to come. 


So it also is with SunEden. In winter when the number of visitors 
decrease, a silence descends over the resort. But it is also true that in 
winter the quality of activities increases, think of a pleasant visit to the 
Eden Spa with its sauna, steam bath and heated indoor pool,  or visit 

with friends around the fireplace in the Bosveld lapa or a bonfire in the Boma.


It is also a time to prepare for the visitor season which will soon begin, 
refurbishment and maintenance of the 
infrastructure but also planning of activities when 
our visitors arrive in large numbers. Until now 
visitors to SunEden had to cope with the poor 
quality of the dirt road leading up to SunEden.  
We are delighted that the roads department have 
now started to rebuild the road between Kloof 
and SunEden.  It is a major undertaking, even our 
sign board had to be moved to make space for a 
wider road. On your next visit to SunEden you will 
be surprised to see that even the drive there is 
now a pleasure. 
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We are sad to 
announce the 
passing away 
of one of our 
shareholders. 
Salome Vrca 
recently lost 
her battle with 
cancer after a 
long illness. 
She will be 
remembered 
for her 
sparkling 
personality that 
earned her the 

nickname of Gypsy Girl.  
Rest in peace Salome, we will miss you.

The annual general meeting was also held at the end 
of June. It is always one of the highlights of the year. 
Ben Rubin's term as director came to an end but he 
was re-elected for a 
next term of three 
years. Congratulations 
Ben, thank you for the 
hard work over the 
past 3 years and we 
wish you all the best 
for the next term. He 
was then again 
appointed by the BOD 
as chairman.


The chairman’s award 
for out-standing 
service to SunEden 
was this year given to 
Elsie Botes. 
Congratulations Elsie and thank you.



It is quite possible that on your way to SunEden you may encounter this lady. Hennie 
van Wijk photographed this cheetah with her cubs one morning when driving into town, 
she was also seen a little later by Amanda and Lofty.


As naturists, nature is very important to us. Therefore, the board of directors has 
instructed an Eco group to look at all aspects of SunEden's environment and make 
recommendations on how to manage our resort's ecology. The group consists of 
myself, Anel, Kobus and Gerine, Johann and Michelle, Roelof, Amanda and Rudi.  One 
of the most important tasks of the Eco group is to help manage the game numbers. Our 

bokkies are a major attraction for our shareholders and visitors but our area is not large 
enough to sustain unlimited numbers of animals.  We have to reduce their number and/or exchange some of 
them from time to time for other species that do not compete with the existing ones for the same grazing.  
Because our area is so small, we need to continually improve the quality 
of our pastures. One of our major problems is invasive plants that 

displace the natural vegetation. A 
good example is the rope cactus. It 
forms dense clumps through which 
no animal can move. The Eco-group 
marked this as a priority task. Roelof 
has already begun to systematically 
remove dense growths of this cactus. 
It is planned to hire extra workers so 
that we can make rapid progress in 
eradicating them.


Invasive plants are almost always the result of people importing ornamental plants from elsewhere. This is 
how the rope cactus got here. Another good example is the mother of millions. It is a category 3 restricted 
invasive plant under the Biosecurity Act 2014. It may not be given away, sold, or released into the 
environment. It has beautiful flowers and it  spreads very rapidly because each leaf tip is covered with baby 
plants that start to grow wherever they fall, hence the name, mother 
of millions. It also displaces the natural vegetation and is poisonous, 
causing heart failure when ingested.  We still see gardens at SunEden 

where some of these weeds have 
been planted. We showed our 
gardeners what the plants look like 
and instructed them to pluck them 
out wherever they see them. So do 
not quarrel with the gardeners 
when picking out these beautiful 
flowers, they have been instructed 
to do so. We also ask your co-operation in 
this regard. Please do not bring potential 

invaders to SunEden and help us to eradicate those that are already there.


Another attempt to put nature back into naturism is to build a bird hide where 
bird watchers can have a close-up look of our rich bird life. The hide was 
originally the late Norman Landman's idea, and therefore, after completion, it 

will be called Norman’s bird hide.  A little dam was 
excavated and has already filled up with water and  
large numbers of trees and shrubs have been planted 
to attract the birds.  A number of sponsors 
contributed to the cost of the hide and it is 
anticipated that construction will soon begin.


Even in winter, wonderful things are still happening at SunEden. There was a lot of 
fun in the main pub when a couple was entertained by fellow naturists with a 
Batchelor and Bachelorette party on the eve of their wedding. Can you recognize 
them?,… I do not believe they would have recognized themselves.


        Johan

Approved drawing of the 
proposed bird hide


